
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thoughts on Ministry  
Missionary pioneer J. Hudson Taylor of China was 
frustrated with his own lack of personal holiness and the seeming ineffectiveness of his ministry.  He was 
working so frantically that his health was seriously affected.  Just when his friends feared he was near a 
breakdown, Taylor received a letter from fellow missionary John McCarthy that told of a discovery McCarthy 
had made from John 15 on the joy of abiding in Christ.  McCarthy’s letter said in part, “Abiding, not striving or 
struggling; looking off unto Him; trusting Him for present power…that is not new, and yet it is new to 
me…Christ literally all seems to me now the power, the only power for service; the only ground for 
unchanging joy.” 
 
As Hudson Taylor read this letter at his mission station his own eyes were opened.  He recalled, “As I read, I 
saw it all.  I looked to Jesus, and when I saw, oh how the joy flowed!”  Writing to his sister in England, he said: 

 
As to work, mine was never so plentiful, so responsible, or so difficult; but the weight and strain are all 
gone.  The last month or more has been perhaps the happiest of my life, and I long to tell you a little of 
what the Lord has done for my soul…When the agony of soul was at its height, a sentence in a letter 
from dear McCarthy was used to remove the scales from my eyes, and the Spirit of God revealed the 
truth of our oneness with Jesus as I had never known it before.  McCarthy, who had been much 
exercised by the same sense of failure, but saw the light before I did, wrote “But how to get faith 
strengthened? Not by striving after faith but by resting on the Faithful One.”  As I read, I saw it all!  As I 
thought of the Vine and the branches, what light the blessed Spirit poured into my soul! 
 
The sweetest part…is the rest which full identification with Christ brings.  I am no longer anxious about 
anything as I realize this; for He, I know, is able to carry out His will, and His will is mine.  It makes no 
matter where He places me, or how.  That is rather for Him to consider than me; for in the easiest 
position He must give me His grace, and in the most difficult His grace is sufficient…So, if God places me 
in great perplexity, must He not give me much guidance; in positions of difficulty, much grace; in 
circumstances of great pressure and trial, much strength?  No fear that His resources will be unequal to 
the emergency! And His resources are mine, for He is mine, and is with me and dwells in me.  All this 
springs from the believer’s oneness with Christ…I am not better than before; but I am dead and buried 
with Christ, and risen too and ascended; and now Christ lives in me, and “the life that I now live in the 
flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me.” 

 
I quote at length a portion of this letter in hopes that it will be a help to my fellow ministers.  I remember what 
a revelation it was to me when I came across it some years ago.  It is comforting to know that such a 
renowned minister as Hudson Taylor dealt with the same issues that we all do at some point regarding our 
own spiritual lives and the frustrations of ministry.  When we encounter these problems, we just need to take 
a fresh look at Jesus as revealed by the Spirit for He is our All in all, the Author and Finisher of our faith.   
 
“How does the branch bear fruit? Not by incessant effort for sunshine and air; not by vain struggles…It simply 
abides in the vine, in silent and undisturbed union, and blossoms and fruit appear as of spontaneous growth.” 
(Harriet Beecher Stowe) 
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PFWB School of Ministry 
 
Our third SOM session of the year will be held on Saturday, September 10th, at 8:00 am in the Ministry 
Development Center on the PFWB ministry campus.  Registration starts at 7:30 am.  If you are a student and 
have not already registered, please do so as soon as possible.  Remember that you are to read over your 
textbook prior to the class.  You should have already received registration information, but if you have not or 
need help, please contact Amy Murphy at our Resource Center at amy@pfwb.org or 910.892.4161.  Thank you 
and I look forward to seeing you on September 10th for an enjoyable day of learning and fellowship!  
 
The Fourth and final SOM session of the year will be held on Saturday, November 5th at 8:00 am in the 
Ministry Development Center on PFWB ministry campus.  

 
Ministry Opportunities 

 
I am currently working with four churches that are seeking a lead pastor.  If you are an ordained minister and 
have interest in a ministry opportunity at one of these churches, please contact me.  The churches conducting 
a pastoral search are: 
 
     Calvary PFWB Church- Conway, SC 
     Goldsboro PFWB Church- Goldsboro, NC 
     Oakland Community Church- Princeton, NC 
     Springfield PFWB Church- Richlands, NC 
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