
Bible Engagement 
It's no secret that Bible reading is on the decline in churches. A recent study 
by Barna (State of the Bible 2021: Five Key Findings) revealed that there is 
much work still to be done. Although there was a slight increase to 50% in 
Bible reading in 2021 from previous years, “the proportion of American 
adults who never use the Bible has fallen to 29%, its lowest point since 
2016.” Only “26% believe the Bible is the actual word of God and should be 
taken literally.” The statistics are alarming but there is evidence of a turn 
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Bible Engagement 
https://pfwb.org/bibleengagement/ 

217 Conference 
March 18-20 

School of Ministry              
February 19th 

Women’s Banquet                              
  April 8th 

RESOURCES 
We have the resources 
to help you and your 
leaders and church 

ministries.
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TRAINING 

We offer customizable 
training resources for 

churches and 
ministries.
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EVENTS 

We are committed to 
sponsoring events that 

help train Pastors, 
leaders and volunteers.
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Christian Life Ministries Update 
“Every member of every family discipled.”

http://www.pfwb.org


around as statistics do show that there is an underlying belief 
“that America would be worse off without the Bible” and “over 
181 million Americans opened a Bible in the past year.” This is 
an increase from 169 million in 2020. Another positive step is 
that a “major shift is happening in the form of an exodus from 
the Bible Disengaged to the Movable Middle.” In 2018 alone, 
over half of the population (54%) was considered disengaged. 
In 2021, this number dropped to 39%. Those who were once 
considered disengaged have moved towards what is called the 
"Movable Middle” from 1/4 of the population to over 1/3. 

As followers of Jesus, this should grip us at our core since we know there is much work still to be 
done. The Bible is one of the main ways the Creator communicates with His creation. The Bible gives 
us instructions and wisdom. It is the revelation of God’s character and guide for the spiritual battles 
we face.  

There is still work to do and now is the time to reignite our passion for the Bible again. Discipleship 
Ministries offers two options to help you engage the Scriptures. If you prefer to read through the 
Bible in its entirety this year, then check out the Yearly Reading Plan. Another option is a new 
resource we launched in 2021, called The Table. This is designed around different topics each month 
and for anyone to use. You might be a Pastor wanting to lead your church, a Sunday school class, 
Student Leader or even as a family. This is a great resource for you to use each month or pick and 
choose which months work best for you. Each month has a given topic, a verse to memorize, a daily 

challenge and a spiritual truth to live by. 

Heading into the new year is a great time for new beginnings 
and building stronger foundations. So no matter what you may 
have missed out on this year—you have another chance. 
Challenge yourself to start or start again and make engaging 
the Scriptures a priority in your life!
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GREAT READS     CONTACT INFO 
Personal:  Misreading Scripture w/ Western Eyes Email:          chris@pfwb.org                    
             by Richards & O’Brien     Phone:        910.892.4161                  
Family:  Laws of Teamwork    Facebook:  Chris Searles                   
             by John Maxwell   Instagram:  chrissearles316  
Leadership:  Can We Do That?   Twitter:        @ChrisSearles3   
             by Stanley & Young   Snapchat:    jmcpastor316

mailto:chris@pfwb.org
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