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POST PANDEMIC - WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE? WE GO FORWARD 

The past six months have been unprecedented. We have witnessed a global 
pandemic, a nationwide shutdown, economic upheaval, blatant lawlessness, 
and spiritual and moral decay...all in just six months time!  While we 
certainly aren’t over the crisis, it is a good time to ask, where do we go from 
here? My answer is this - we go forward. What lessons should we learn from 
all that we have experienced? Here are a few take aways: 

A renewed appreciation for the local church. It is a truth of human nature 
that we tend not to appreciate a thing until it’s taken away from us. I have 

heard numerous people express how much more they will appreciate their local church after 
having been away from church for some time. Post pandemic, let’s heed the word of the Lord to 
“forsake not the assembling of ourselves together.” 

An increased zeal for the spiritual disciplines. I’m talking about things like prayer, Bible reading, 
and worship. Life’s challenges can draw us closer to God. For many of us, it’s in the midst of the 
storms of life that we pray harder, read God’s word more intently, worship more passionately. In 
our corporate worship and in our private worship, let’s truly worship Him “in spirit and in truth.” 

A more intentional pursuit of evangelism. I suspect that all of us know somebody, or know of 
somebody, who has died from Covid. With so much death and so many dying, it should serve as a 
stark reminder that life is temporal. Scripture describes it as “fleeting.” Realizing this, we should be 
more intentional in sharing the gospel whenever we have the chance.  

A clearer understanding of the end times. These past six months, we have literally seen scriptures, 
especially those dealing with the end times, unfold before our very eyes. This shouldn’t drive us to 
start trying to guess when He’s coming back. It shouldn’t prompt us to quit everything, sit back and 
wait for Him to come back. But it should challenge us to work harder knowing that we must “work 
as long as it is day, for night is coming when no one can work.” And it should cause us to carry on 
here below, with an eye toward eternity, realizing that “this world is not our home” but that we have 
an eternal home in Heaven.  

Where do we go from here? We go forward. Now is not the time to dwell on the past. Neither is it 
the time to get sidetracked to the left or the right. It is time to go forward, but with renewed 
confidence and hope that our churches will emerge stronger and more effective than ever, that 
our future will be more blessed and brighter than our past, and that our Lord will be glorified in all 
that we say and do. We go forward.  

GS UPDATE 
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OCTOBER IS PASTOR APPRECIATION MONTH   

October is the month that we encourage our churches to show 
appreciation to their pastors. I’ve sent a letter to our Deacon boards 
asking them to look for ways to express appreciation to our wonderful 
pastors and ministers. But I also want to tell you how much we here at the 
Resource Center appreciate you, our ministers. You’re on the front lines, 
making a difference every day. Our purpose as a Resource Center is to 

come alongside and help you fulfill God’s purposes for your life. We are 
here to help you accomplish your dreams and visions in ministry. In order to show our 
appreciation, as in years past, I have put together a digital folder with over a years worth of 
sermons from my personal files. I am not saying that my sermons are all that great. Neither am I 
suggesting that everything I offer is original. But they are the result of my forty years of ministry 
and it’s my hope that they can be a blessing to you in your sermon preparation. Use them any way 
you choose. I am making these available to all of our ministers as my gift to you. In fact, the folders 
I have given away in previous years are also available if you would like them. I will be emailing this 
year’s folder to those for whom we have an email address. If you do not use email, and you would 
like the sermons, simply contact Amy at the Resource Center and she will mail them to you.  

ELECTION 2020 

On November 3rd, we will hold perhaps one of the most important presidential elections in our 
history. With so much at stake, we need to do three things: think, vote, and pray. First, urge people 
to think. Think about the issues in this election; not just the economy, but issues like sanctity of life, 
the purity of Biblical marriage, and the importance of our religious freedoms. Second, urge 
people to vote. Tell your people to make sure they are registered to vote and then to make sure 
they vote. If we neglect the privilege that is ours to vote, then we should not be surprised if one 
day we lose that privilege. Third, urge people to pray. Pray about who to vote for and after the 
election, commit to pray for the candidate who wins. We have a Biblical mandate to pray for our 
president, no matter who it is. So let’s think, vote, and pray and encourage others to do the same.  
 

4X24 - OUR CHURCH PLANTING GOAL 

At the beginning of this year, we set a goal to plant four new churches by 
the year 2024. We are on track to plant two new churches in the coming 
year. That would be half of our goal in just the first year! Pete and Lisa 
Masciave have left their staff position at Pikeville PFWB and moved to 
Florida where they are laying the groundwork to plant a new church. Pray for Pete and Lisa as they 
plant “Be Church,” a PFWB church plant in Melbourne, Florida.  Aaron and Brittany Clarke have left 
their staff positions at Bridge of Life Church in Leland, NC to move to Virginia to plant a new 
church. Pray for Aaron and Brittany as they plant “3:16 Ministry,” a new PFWB plant in Richmond, 
Virginia.  Pray also for a third new church plant coming later next year in S.C.  
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NEW MINISTRY MODELS 

I have been encouraged to see our churches finding creative ways to hold worship services during 
this pandemic; things like “online church” and “drive up church.” And it has been encouraging to 
hear reports that our folks have continued to support the local church, thanks in large part to 
online giving. This is a reflection of the faithfulness of our people. But it is also a reflection of the 
fact that we have systems in place that work. On a denominational level, we’ve also been able to 
maintain contact with you throughout the crisis by means of technology and we can also gladly 
report that our ministers and our churches have continued faithfully in your giving of tithes and 
offerings to the PFWB. Again, it is an indication of systems that work. But the real test of church 
systems is how well they work during a crisis. We’ve seen during the past six months, that several 
of our systems haven’t served us as well as they might have. Actually, two of these systems weren’t 
really serving us well enough before Covid. I’m referring to our pastoral care system for our 
ministers and our system for giving to foreign missions. Because of Covid related restrictions, we 
haven’t been able to provide pastoral care for our ministers when you needed us. And because of 
restrictions on mass gatherings, we haven’t been able to visit our churches to promote foreign 
missions. As a result, our missions giving has dipped in recent months. These are problems that we 
have to fix. So, we’re going to be making some adjustments in these two areas.  

In the area of pastoral care for our ministers, I am organizing a team of ministers, mostly retired 
PFWB ministers, in each district. We will call them CARE Pastors. Their primary purpose will be to 
provide pastoral care to our ministers and their immediate families during times of need. They will 
make regular phone calls and occasional visits as needed whenever you or a member of your 
family need pastoral care. With the increase of new churches in surrounding states like Virginia, 
Florida, and South Carolina, a better system for pastoral care will be even more necessary. Our 
team from the Resource Center will still be doing this as well, as much as we possibly can, but 
through the utilization of these Care Pastors we will be able to ensure that you receive even better 
pastoral care in your time of need. I’ll be announcing the names of our CARE Pastors very soon.  

In the area of giving to foreign missions, in addition to our Faith Promise giving, I am looking for 
churches to “adopt a field.” We depend on your giving to missions in order to send monthly 
support to our churches, orphanages, and bible schools in seventeen foreign countries. They 
desperately depend on the money we send every month. Many of our churches regularly send in 
offerings through a program we’ve utilized for years called “Faith Promise.” But for those churches 
who do not participate in that program, I am asking that you consider “sponsoring” or “adopting” a 
field. It may be that you will partner with a few other PFWB churches in support of a particular field. 
You might even choose to put it in your annual church budget. Next year, assuming the Covid 
related travel bands are lifted, we will be planning mission trips to a number of our mission fields. 
If your church would be interested in sponsoring or adopting a mission field, I am inviting you to 
accompany me on one of these trips in order to see first hand all that we are doing around the 
world and to consider becoming a sponsor for that field. For those churches that agree to sponsor 
or adopt a mission field, the Resource Center will help with the pastor’s travel expense to make an 
initial visit to that field. If you’re interested, just contact Marty Tew at the Resource Center.   
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LOOKING AHEAD TO 2021 - UPCOMING EVENTS 

Without a doubt, the greatest tragedy of this pandemic has been the loss of life. Secondary to that 
has been the loss of economic stability that many have suffered. But a third fallout from the 
pandemic has been the implementation of something called “social distancing.” This has been 
especially difficult for churches. We love to come together. It has been so frustrating to have to 
cancel event after event. On the denominational level, we’ve had to cancel our District Fellowship 
meals in February and we’re having to do the same in November. You all had to cancel your 
District Campmeetings and Revivals in several of the districts. We had to cancel Crusader Youth 
Camp, probably the first time ever, and a host of other similar weekend retreats at the camp. We 
canceled the Leadership Conference in Pigeon Forge. We even had to cancel our annual 
Campmeeting and General Conference and we’re still not sure when we will be able to reschedule 
General Conference. Let me just say that I am tired of having to cancel everything and I know you 
probably are too! It is our hope and anticipation to hit the ground running in 2021 with a full 
calendar of events. Here are a few events we have on the calendar for the first part of next year: 

Minister’s Conference - January 9, 2021 

This is a new event that will replace the Healthy Church Conference. 
The theme is “Come to the Altar.” It will be a one day conference for 
ministers only. It will be a sort of Holy Convocation, a Sacred 
Assembly, for PFWB Ministers. After the year that 2020 has been, we 
ministers need to come together to pray with one another and for 
one another and to seek the face of our God together. I hope every 
minister in the PFWB will join us. The date is Saturday, January 9 from 
9:00 AM to 3:00 PM. I hope you’ll meet me at the altar. 

District Fellowship Dinners - February, 2021 

Feb 9 - Cape Fear District, Long Branch  Feb 11 - Bladen Lakes District, Clarkton PFWB 

Feb 16 - New River District, Piney Grove   Feb 18 Neuse River District, Ray of Hope 

Minister’s & Spouse Retreat - March 10-12, 2021 

We’re moving the Minister’s & Spouse Beach Retreat away from Myrtle Beach in 2021 to a place 
called Camp Caswell near Southport, NC. The reason for this change is simple. More than another 
fun trip to the beach, or a day at the outlet mall, after the year that 2020 has been, we need to get 
away for a true spiritual retreat, three days to seek God as ministers. And that is exactly what we 
will do with this retreat. The date will be March 10-12. It will be open to all PFWB ministers/pastors 
and spouses.   
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