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Our theme for 2020 is “We Are Family.” None of us knew, when we embraced 
this theme, what our nation and the world would be facing right now, but it 
is certainly a theme that is fitting for such a time as this! If ever we needed to 
come together as a family, it is now. The Coronavirus has dominated the 
headlines in recent weeks. Between the news media and social media it's no 
wonder so many people are confused and afraid. With so much information 
and misinformation, it's hard to know what to believe but I think we can all 

agree that, from a health perspective, this virus will affect tens of thousands of people around the world, 
and it has the potential to affect all of us in other ways. Since the World Health Organization has now 
classified the outbreak as a global pandemic, churches need to consider the impact of the virus on our 
church family, particularly in regards to our Sunday church services and other church related events.

We are all aware of the executive order stating that groups of more than fifty people are prohibited from 
gathering for now. We are  being told by numerous experts that this measure is in the best interest of the 
most vulnerable among us; the elderly and those already struggling with underlying issues. In fact, the 
President and the CDC have actually recommended that people keep group gatherings to less than ten 
people! We believe the proper response on our part is to comply with the restrictions spelled out in the 
governor’s executive order. In light of the Governor’s order, many churches are opting to offer some sort 
of worship experience on their websites or through some social media platform so their members can 
worship from home. You might opt to do the same thing and provide some alternative worship experience 
to your members from their homes. If yours is a smaller church and you do choose to go ahead with your 
Sunday service, we encourage you to take precautions to prevent the possible spread of this disease:

• Urge ten elderly, those who are sick or showing flu-like symptoms, to please stay home from church.
• Encourage the elderly, who apparently are at greater risk, to consider staying home.

• Take extra measures in cleaning and sanitizing your church facilities before and after the service.

• Make sure there are bottles of hand sanitizer available throughout the facilities.

• Consider placing offering baskets around the facility instead of receiving it the traditional way.
• Consider having ushers or greeters on hand to hold doors open so everyone isn’t touching door knobs. 

• Ask your people not to shake hands or embrace, as is normally our custom. 

• Ask those in attendance to spread out and not sit so close together.
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In addition to these simple yet practical steps, the Center for Disease Control has issued some very 
specific guidelines and suggestions about precautions to keep people healthy. We want you to know that 
the Resource Center of the PFWB is here to help our PFWB churches through this difficult time. Here 
are a few ways we are doing that:

- If your church does not already have it, we are available to assist you in creating an online presence and/
or a social media presence in order to stay in better communication with your people or perhaps even live 
stream your Sunday services.

- Throughout this ordeal, we will be sending out links to valuable online resources like this one from the 
National Association of Evangelicals: nae.net/Coronavirus-response-resources. And here is another great 
resource from the Church of God: Churchofgodcommunications.com/practicalsuggestionsforchurches.

- On Wednesdays, we are hosting Facebook Live prayer meetings. If you are available, you will be able to 
jump on and listen in and make comments. This will begin at noon each Wednesday. We will continue this 
on Wednesdays at noon for some weeks to come until this crisis has subsided.

- Periodically, we will be hosting a video conference call for PFWB ministers to share ideas and pray 
together. We will do this through Zoom. We can accommodate up to 99 so I encourage all who can to join 
us for that. We will be sending out information periodically about how to log in to such video calls.

Finally, I’d like to encourage all of our churches to use this difficult situation as a means to reach out to 
your surrounding communities. Look for ways to encourage others. Be a voice of reason and of hope to 
others! Also look for ways to minister to others. Beyond just going to church, take this opportunity to be 
the church! We are a people of faith. So look for ways to demonstrate the love of Christ, to be the church 
in action, showing and sharing the good news of Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit.

While we need to take every precaution to protect our church attenders, I do not believe that we have to 
live in fear. As a matter of fact, the Scriptures teach us that we are not to have a spirit of fear. I ask that 
you join me in prayer for our nation, and our world, that God would bring healing. I also pray that our 
church family will be a lighthouse and refuge to those families who are suffering from the impact of the 
virus. I ask you, the PFWB church family, to join me in prayer for hope and healing. 

As I have already stated, our theme for 2020 is "We Are Family," and as a family, we will confront this crisis 
and we will lead our families, our churches, and our communities through it. This is a storm and there are 
two things I know about storms; storms come, and storms go. And just as certainly as this storm has 
come, so shall it also go. PFWB family, let us stand firm and stay faith filled as we lead our denomination, 
our churches, and our communities through this storm. Remember, We-Are-Family, and as a family we 
will get through this. This will be the church's finest hour. God will be glorified. Christ will be exalted. 
The church will be strengthened.


